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The Church versus 
Pressure Groups 


Every Christian should do some heavy 
thinking on this point: The party politi- 
cal system is falling apart in America. 
The recent Willkie Kepublican tete-a-tete 
in sum-total was: “We Republicans have 
no real party issue, but we have Willkie 
and he agrees with Roosevelt” (or as 
one wit called it “Willkie’s me-too-ism.”) 

This means that the Democratic party 
set-up has become through its far 
reaching social program the one party 
system of America—unless a_ miracle 
happens in ’44. But this one party sys- 
tem, in outline of development similar to 
the centralizing trends in the rest of 
the world, is now being faced with rule 
by pressure groups. The Public Affairs 
Committee recently reported scientifically 
conducted surveys on the startling in- 
crease in pressure groups in Washing- 
ton, groups which exert such influence as 
to change the course of government ac- 
tion in a few days. There is the Labor 
lobby, the Industrialist lobby, the Liquor 
lobby, the Farm Bloc Icbby and scores of 
others until today in reality we have 
government by a pressure system instead 
of by the pariy system where the people 
elect their representatives to legislative 
bodies with instructions as to public de- 
sire for government action. Today news- 
paper-and-radio-harnessed political ma- 
chines run local governments which are 
also in the great majority of cases con- 
trolled by the political set-up in Wash- 
ington. The average citizen knows little 
or nothing of the nominees he votes for. 
The elected representative goes to Wash- 
ington committed to his political spon- 
sors at home rather than to the people, 
and is thrown into the den of pressure 
groups in Washington. How the Chris- 
tian concepts and ideals can be main- 
tained in such a system is gravely specu- 
lative. The Catholics have a strong rep- 
resentation in Washington for their very 
structure of organization fits well into 
this scene. So do the Jewish interests 
through the powerful retail merchants 
lobbies, (we say this factually—not criti- 
cally). Where does Protestant Christi- 
anity, which really created the Christian 
democracy of America, come in? It 
doesn’t come in. That is the point we 
mention with anxiety. If a Protestant 
Christian pressure group was formed, 
the liquor and tobacco interests would 
start a smear campaign against the 
Christian lobby, fearing its influence on 
the liquor and tobacco fat profits. Pro- 
hibition was defeated by a smear cam- 
paign carried on through a press sub- 
sidized by advertising. What is the hope 
of the Protestant Christian? The only 
place left for him is at the home base. 
Shall we be discouraged? We can be— 
unless we realize that the home base is 
the strategic center of government de- 
velopment. The local church, the local 


(Continued on next page) 


Is Russia’s Success Affecting Labor? 


Very few of us are aware of the tremendous influence Russia now has on 
the labor movement in the United Nations. Censorship keeps us from knowing 
what is happening in the English labor movement, but from many sources it is 
becoming known that tne labor forces of England are bold in their praise of the 
Russian economic system that has been able to outstrip the capitalistic democ- 
racies in effective resistance of the Nazi-Fascist hordes. The conservative labor 
leadership of England is being pushed aside and the more radical left-wingers 
are rising to the surface. This trend will be suppressed by all the power of 
Toryism but the shape of things to come in Britain will be drastically influenced 
by this. The same thing is happening here. Labor believes it has a right to greater 
power because a workers’ socialistic government is saving a capitalistic, demo- 
cratic world. Big business in the United States right now is not aware of this 
impression growing in labor’s mind but when industrial management does awaken 
to it, you will see an effort made to curtail the propaganda that praises and lauds 
communistic leadership and whitewashes the Soviet past. If our workers are 
sold the virtues of modern Russia too thoroughly, the reaction will produce an 
entirely different political and economic situation than the hands that now rock 
the cradle of our growing war effort have in mind. Every Christian should watch 
this pro-Russian propaganda very closely and keep check on the evolving mood 
of the Anterican proletariat mind. 


Protest from Eire 


The general public has not learned that the influential Catholic Irish leaders 
are very vigorous in their resentment concerning Ireland’s being used as an 
American base for the United States troops arriving to assist in the defense 
of England. Ireland as a state has demanded, as you know, that she remain 
neutral in the war. The Catholic objections are based upon the opinion that 
the placing of American troops in Ireland is an attempt to force the hand of 
Irish leaders who have fought to maintain this neutrality. This Catholic position 
which has been held so strongly can even be observed in the American Catholic 
press where several prominent Catholic names have been used to voice the Irish 
objections. 


Where Do We Stand? 


There is quite a row in Washington over the government’s suppression of facts 
concerning our war losses. Editors all over the country feel that a serious loss 
of confidence has resulted from the fact that the general public does not know 
where we stand, especially on shipping losses. Every one knows that we are 
straining every nerve to break transportation bottlenecks, but not many realize 
how much the bottleneck has been tightened by U-boat activities on our Atlantic 
coast. 


The Current Labor-Politico Picture 


The big anti-labor push of the past few weeks has completely failed in its 
objectives. The anti-labor block in Congress, backed by the majority of the press, 
has not yet abandoned its campaign to push through legislation abolishing the 
forty hour week and other New Deal stands which have been symbols of labor’s in- 
creasing power and prestige. Two concerns seem to be behind the anti-labor 
effort. Many industrial managers feel, first, that labor’s power is getting too 
great and too dangerously out of proportion; second, that unless some recovery of 
industrial management’s power is forced now when war production pressure fur- 
nishes plenty of ballyhoo against such footholds as the forty hour week, labor 
later will be so deeply entrenched that nothing can be done about it. But Roose- 
velt, Donald Nelson, and even Knudsen blocked the general, anti-labor effort while 
newspaper owners lead in the attack, backed by the National Manufacturers 
Association with Kaltenborn as their radio voice. As labor crows over its vic- 
tory, the administration plans ways to smooth the hurt feelings of business 
management. On the other hand further labor legislation is in the offing. But 
since the administration can be depended upon to throw its weight on labor’s 
side in any reasonable controversy, the anti-labor groups can only attempt to 
push through a few proposals “for the duration” with the hope that a successful 
battle later on will make such legislation permanent. 
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Catholics Have Program for Destitute Workers 


The great weakness of Protestantism is its lack of real work- 
ing programs. We are experts at resolutions, petitions and con- 
ferences over the world’s problems, but too seldom do we ever 
venture beyond that. The Catholics are gaining in America be- 
cause of the direct, intelligent program they put on to appeal 
to the great masses of the unchurched and underprivileged. 
From material gathered by Woridover Press we find that a man 
without a job, white or colored, Jew or Gentile, may line up for 
breakfast, dinner, or supper at a Catholic Worker House of 
Hospitality, and end by finding himself an active member of a 
farming commune—and of a movement that started in the 
United States and has now spread to Canada, Australia, Eng- 
land and South America. 


The general public knows very little about the Catholic Worker 
Movement, founded by Peter Maurin. Maurin shares his room 
with men from New York sidewalks at St. Joseph’s House, 115 
Mott Street, in the city’s Chinatown, and writes “Easy Essays” 
on religion and economics for the Catholic Worker, edited and 
published by convert Dorothy Day. Quite possibly the introduc- 
tion will come by way of this paper sold in the street for one 
cent in cities where Houses of Hospitality are located. New 
York has two houses, St. Joseph’s for men, St. Mary’s for women, 
four blocks away. Houses have also been established in twenty- 
two cities, from Boston, Massachusetts, to Seattle, Washington. 
They are pocket editions of the monasteries and abbeys of Eu- 
rope in the Middle Ages. 


Take what happens at St. Joseph’s House in New York City 
as an example of how the hungry are received, whatever their 
color, race, or creed. They line up in a small court until food 
is served and then enter to sit at table with the Catholic Work- 
ers without even having to say a Rosary as the price of the 
meal. To reach the court they have entered a former store, now 
used as a recreation room, where murals by the Belgian-Ameri- 
can artist Ade de Bethune catch the eye—Biblical scenes of 
humble and charitable actions. All the paintings are stream- 
lined in the modern mode. In this room meetings are held, 
speakers welcomed—a bishop from China, a missioner from 
India, a local trade unionist. In all the houses the daily pro- 
vision of hospitality goes on but in a sense this is only the 
surface movement. Behind the houses are the communes, the 
farms where life begins all over again for those who are ready 
and able to work together on the land. There are ten such 
farms; two in Massachusetts, two in Vermont, one each in 
Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
A Philadelphia group is now organizing a new farm ten miles 
out from Doylestown, Pennsylvania, while in Minnesota several 
men are enjoying the experience of pioneers in taming virgin 
territory. 


And this happened on a cold, snowy day in Minneapolis. 
Lawrence Swenson, a union painter, was walking the picket line 
through the snow, his feet clad only in moccasins. The Rev. 
Edward Grzeskowiak, professor of science at Nazareth Hall 
Preparatory Seminary, St. Paul, came along. He was wearing 
overshoes which he removed and gave to the picket who “needed 
them more.” Which work of mercy was worth more than ten 
speeches on the Church’s attitude toward the working man. 
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Government Drives Wedge into Race Segregation 

The Federal government has carried out its purpose of placing 
Negroes in the Detroit Sojourner Truth housing project for 
Negroes. The Negroes were recently moved in surrounded by 
guards bristling with bayonets. Many of the Christian leaders 
of Detroit, both white and colored, do not feel it should have been 
done that way. It is felt that the racial question had best be 
approached and settled without such a display of force and 
violence. As reported in Between the Lines on March 40, che 
many Negro leaders themselves had preferred another location 
for the project which would have been a definite advance in the 
Negro residential situation but would not have been such a 
drastic move. It was felt by the majority of Negro and white 
Christian leaders that more important than anything else was 
the task of achieving the readjustments in racial residential 
relations without such action as would inevitably stir up more 
hatred and violence. However, it now appears that the Housing 
Administration planners had a more drastic viewpoint. They 
have been experiencing considerable difficulty in many similar 
projects over the country and apparently felt that it was time 
a wedge was driven deep. Washington pressure has been so 
great on Detroit and Michigan officials that the same police 
who used their clubs on Negroes in the “Sojourner Truth” riots 
two months ago, this time were on guard to see to it that the 
same Negroes moved in unmolested by the white throngs milling 
about. Of course the police were flanked by squads of troops 
with drawn bayonets. Here is a very vital issue for discussion 
in Christian groups: Will we make greater progress in achiev- 
ing more just racial relationships in a Christian democracy by 
enforcing such adjustments at the point of a bayonet, or by the 
slower methods of the gradual transformation of attitudes? 
There are substantial, worthy arguments on both sides. 

“A Just and Durable Peace” 

Since the religious press has given wide publicity to the 
“Delaware Conference on a Just and Durable Peace” held re- 
cently at Delaware, Ohio, by 374 representatives of American 
Protestantism, we have not given a report on it in Between the 
Lines. The Delaware Conference did a notable job of outlining 
the Christian aims for a lasting peace. Its findings present a 
valuable document of liberal Christianity as applied to the 
prevalent world situation. A handbook of these findings can be 
secured from The Christian Century Publishing Company of 
Chicago. The whole tone is, and justly so, conciliatory and 
written somewhat in the spirit of repentance and forgiveness. 
How could any truly New Testament attitude be otherwise in 
such a world? But here’s an angle that has now developed: 
Some of the “drumbeaters” in and out of the pulpit are begin- 
ning the campaign against what one militant voice calls “milk 
and water” Christianity. The economic phases of the Delaware 
report are very clear in their demand for a new society in 
which the profit motive and imperialistic status quo is made sub- 
servient to the liberation of man economically and spiritually. 
Some of our clerical imperialists do not like this trend and may 
be expected to do what they can to sabotage its influence. One 
cleric has complained that the Delaware Conference is too full 
of implied criticism of Britain, when the truth is that the Dela- 
ware document does not even go as far in many respects as the 
Malvern Conference which was a similar pronouncement by a 
large group of English clergymen made some months ago. 








